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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 13th March 2017 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex-officio), Mrs B Hallett (Vice Chairman),  
                          S Berlyn (ex officio), D Carlin, C Baker, A Keeler, J Steele, P Sutton.   
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
88  Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence.  
 
89  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and 
that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of 
the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the 
appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  
They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of 
the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.  Unforeseen interests must 
be declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
There were no interests declared.   
 
90  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no Members of the Public present.  
 
91  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd January 2017 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.   
 
92  Footpaths  
92.1  Footpath Officer Reports 
One of the Footpath Officers had met with the new PRoW Officer to visit footpath 15.  
There was nothing that could be done about the barbed wire as the landowner was 
entitled to put it there.  The area was waterlogged and a separate report (reference 
2503850) had been raised for this.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
92.2  Footpath 17 
The PRoW Officer had visited this footpath to look at the surface.  He confirmed that the 
only way to permanently improve it was to put down a hard surface.  Otherwise, it would 
have to be left as it was and users of the path should wear appropriate footwear for the 
conditions.  He agreed that woodchip was a short term solution that would deteriorate 
over time and create further issues if not regularly replaced.  Members discussed the 
issue and noted that it was a well-used access to the village.  It was agreed that as no 
complaints had been received in the past winter that no further action be taken at 
present.  The item could be revisited in the future if necessary.   
RESOLVED:  that no further action be taken to the surface of Footpath 17.   



 

43 
 

92.3  Improvement of route from Danbury Common to Danbury Lakes  
The NT Ranger did not think this would be a problem but would need to get agreement 
from his Line Manager for the use as a permissive path.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
92.4  Footpath Maps 
Cllr Steele and the Groundsman had fixed the leaflet dispensers in various locations 
around the village.  They would be monitored for use and damage.  There were two 
spare dispensers which could be used in other suitable locations.  Cllr Steele reported 
that dispensers had been fitted at Elm Green, Runsell Green, Mayes Lane car park, the 
Old Pavilion, the two Danbury Common car parks and on a finger post on Ludgores 
Lane.  It was working well and the leaflets were being taken and used.  Cllr Steele, the 
Groundsman and the Assistant Clerks were topping them up.  The Groundsman was 
thanked for putting up the dispensers in the Parish Council Car Parks.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
93  Essex Police  
Essex Police had responded to the request for attendance at a future meeting to advise 
that this was not possible due to the lack of resources.  Cllr Baker had attended the 
recent public Police & Crime Commissioner Meeting and had also submitted questions 
beforehand which the Police had responded to and which were circulated to the 
Committee.  Cllr Baker advised that the Police would patrol on Sunday evenings in the 
Mayes Lane Car Park.  It was unlikely that Danbury would regain a PCSO in the village.  
Cllr Steele requested that the information was forwarded to him for his local 
Neighbourhood Watch Group.  A new contact had been given for Speedwatch which 
had been sent to the Co-ordinator for information.  This initiative was now with the Fire 
Brigade to administer and a meeting had been held last week.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
94  Transportation 
94.1  Chelmsford’s Future Transport Network Public Engagement  
A leaflet regarding this consultation was circulated and publicised in the usual ways.  
Cllr Berlyn reported that he had attended the launch and that there would be further 
consultations on separate elements.  The documents focussed mainly on the city centre 
of Chelmsford and not on the A414 through Danbury or other outlying areas.  The Local 
Plan had proposals for development in Sandon and Great Baddow which would impact 
traffic in the local area.  There would be another consultation in the summer.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
94.2  Bus Transportation 
No further dates had been advised.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
94.3  Bus Shelters 
The Assistant Clerk was still to inspect the bus shelters and get quotes for painting the 
woodwork.  Work to be carried out during Spring/Summer.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
95  Highway Matters  
95.1  Entrance/Exit from the Library onto Main Road 
The photographs and letters had been sent again to the Chief Executive Officer who 
had responded to advise he had not previously been made aware of the matter and 
would investigate further.  No further updates had been received.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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95.2  Bollards/Yellow Lines at the junction of The Avenue & Maldon Rd  
The SEPP had refused the request for yellow lines at this junction but had advised that 
the bollards could be extended.  This would need to be approved through the LHP.  The 
Committee agreed unanimously that this should be referred to the LHP.   
RESOLVED:  that a request for bollards at the junction of The Avenue & Maldon Road 
be put forward to the LHP for consideration.   
95.3  Bus Stop, The Avenue 
Cllr Spence had been assisting with resolving this issue and had contacted the school 
to advise them of the overcrowding issues.  The resident who had reported it originally 
had confirmed that the problem did appear to have eased recently and he would advise 
if it was a problem in the future.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
95.4  Speeding traffic A414 
This item had been requested to remain on the agenda.  Essex Police had responded to 
the request for attendance at a future meeting to advise that this was not possible as 
per minute 93.  The resident had been updated and was disappointed that a VAS could 
not be displayed.  She had followed up to request that a sign be put at the Chelmsford 
side of the village which said ‘Please drive slowly through our village’.  This would have 
to be requested via the LHP.  Members discussed this idea but felt that it was unlikely to 
prevent speeding traffic and would increase the amount of signs in the village. It was 
unanimously agreed not to request a ‘drive slowly’ sign in the village.   
RESOLVED:  that a ‘drive slowly’ sign was not requested from the LHP.  
95.5  Parking at West Belvedere/Rumsey Fields 
An email from a resident and the response from the Assistant Clerk was circulated.  Cllr 
Baker circulated a photo of the parking issues mentioned.  Members agreed that this 
was a problem and was likely to be an effect of the lack on parking on these roads and 
nearby roads.   It was a difficult issue to resolve although if the parking issues in 
Belvedere Close were resolved this could relieve it somewhat.  There were no 
suggestions of other remedies.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
95.6  Posts at Elm Green 
The Groundsman had fitted some wooden posts at Elm Green either side of the layby 
which appeared to have helped in deterring drivers from parking on the verge.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
95.7  Parking at St Johns School  
The response from Essex County Council was circulated.  Members agreed that the 
parking issues were dangerous although they only occurred for about half an hour twice 
a day.  It had been understood that CCC were intending to increase parking 
enforcement in the area following the implementation of the pre-signals.  The Assistant 
Clerk was requested to forward the issues again to the SEPP and the police as they 
both had responsibility for parking and traffic enforcement.  There was concern 
regarding the development at the old Medical Centre which could increase the traffic in 
the area.     
RESOLVED:  that the issues were forwarded to the SEPP and Essex Police for action.   
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95.8  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.  Issues had been taken off the list where they hade not met ECC criteria at 
present and would be monitored.    

Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference No Outcome 

Footpath Reports:       

St Cleres Way Concrete posts are 
leaning over 
causing a hazard 

ECC 23/05/2014 2330013 / 
2429631 

02/03/17 The new PRoW Officer would inspect and chase up.  9/1/17 
awaiting update from new PRoW Officer.  21/6/16  still being 
investigated. 28/10/15 to be inspected. further photos sent - new ref 
2429631. 14/09/15 The Assistant Clerk would take photographs and 
send again.  Posts were leaning further over.  11/9/15 rang ECC have 
asked for Prow to contact with update. 25/8/15 more information req. 
6/8/15 owner disputing ownership of posts. 15/5/15 no prow officer for 
Danbury yet.  Still waiting for updates.  10/2/15 Owner has been 
contacted in regard to removal of posts.  26/06/14 ECC to contact owner 
to request removal. 23/05/14 to be visited and assessed.   

St Cleres Way area near footpath 
17 is uneven (near 
to steps) 

ECC 26/05/2015 2403638 13/3/17 to be removed from list NFA. 02/03/17 PRoW Officer did not 
observe any issues at this location. 9/1/17 awaiting update from new 
PRoW Officer. 19/12/16 initial assessment carried out, awaiting more 
information. 21/6/16 still being investigated. 12/11/15 rang highways still 
awaiting inspection - email sent to highways.  11/9/15 still to be inspected 
- chased with ECC. 26/5/15 to be inspected.  reported by resident.  

Footpath 15 
towards 
junction with 
footpath 12 

From 'The Ridge' 
towards the junction 
with FP12 a sloping 
section of FP15 has 
become extremely 
water logged and 
therefore slippery 
underfoot. The 
barrier to the left is 
an open wire fence 
with barbed wire 
along the top edge.  

ECC 11/01/2017 2500199 
2503850 
(waterlogging)  

Inspected by GC and LM.  Barbed wire does not have to be removed.  
Waterlogging reported as a separate issue.  reported by GC Footpath 
Officer 
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Other Highway Issues:      

Footpath 25 Blocked ditch 
Southern end of 
Ludgores Lane/junc 
with Pump Lane 

ECC 08/07/2016 2475675 13/3/17  No updates as yet.  17/1/17 Update from JS:  ECC have sent 
me a copy of the Title deeds and plan for supposedly adjoining property 
without commentary. The Title plan is dated 1987 based on a 1966 OS 
map.  My interpretation of this plan is different to what was mooted at the 
meeting in December and, currently,  I am researching and composing a 
reply. 12/12/16 ECC say it is NT responsibility but not NT land on map.  
ECC to check relevant documents to determine responsibility.  17/11/16 
inspection now carried out. 21/10/16 to be inspected.  reported by 
resident.  

Ludgores 
Lane/Sporhams 
Lane 

Drainage issue ECC 13/06/2016 2468999 13/3/17 No updates.  Next road check due Dec 16. Resident has been 
dealing with ECC regarding the road which has sunk (Sporhams Lane).  
ECC have confirmed that work will be carried out but no date as yet.  
Resident will chase.  

Penny Royal 
Road/Bicknacre 
Road 

No drainage ECC 08/07/2016 2475569 13/3/17 JS advised that Natural England had objected to drainage 
channels to SSSI– reasons unknown.  French drain being considered.  
17/1/17 Update from JS: ECC have consulted locally with NT who have 
not objected to channel(s) being dug to drain the road into the Common 
but have referred ECC to higher management. Also "Rural England" ( I 
think they mean Natural England) have to be consulted to ensure no rare 
plants will be adversely affected. Some work on trying to stop water from 
the Armoury car park draining into the top of Horne Row has been done. 
12/12/16 JS met with ECC on site to discuss options.  Options were 
discussed for reducing water flow down Horne Row.  ECC will be 
approaching NT to agree channels off the road opposite Armory car park.  
JS Chasing. 23/8/16 ECC shows enquiry as concluded. reported by JS 
and requested for a cut off drain to be installed.  

Woodhill Road Faded road 
markings 

ECC 16-Sep 2486593 to be monitored. reported by JS 

Bicknacre Road 
south before 
junc with 
Common 

sign flattened ECC 20/12/2016 2498267 03/03/17 does not meet criteria - to be monitored. 17/1/17 repair still 
outstanding.  reported by JS and inspected by ECC same day - has been 
passed to engineering team for attention.   
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Verge o/s 93 
Main Rd 

Bollards becoming 
loose due to cars on 
verge 

ECC 21/02/2017 2505489 3/3/17 inspected by ECC - No further action. resident sent email and 
photographs of leaning bollards which have already been replaced once.  
Due to vehicles driving on pavement/verge.   
 
Members were concerned about the parking on the verge which 
belonged to ECC.  The Assistant Clerk was asked to look for 
photographs of this issue to forward to Cllr Spence.  It was noted the only 
3 out of 4 bollards had been reinstated after they were last removed.  
Evidence would be required to prove this was an ongoing issue.  The 
Assistant Clerk would contact the resident who made the initial complaint 
to see if they would assist with this.  The vehicles appeared to relate to a 
business being run from the property and the Assistant Clerk would 
check to see if the appropriate permissions were in place.     
 
 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and that further evidence regarding the parking issues outside 93 Main Road be requested.   
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96  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP)  
96.1  Minutes  
The minutes from the last meeting held on 14th December were circulated.  The next 
meeting was due to be held on 14th March.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
96.2  Parish Representation on LHP 
City Cllr Shepherd had advised that as it was likely that a new Chairman of the LHP 
would be in place after the County Elections, the new Chair would consider the 
request for a representative to observe the meetings at that time.  The Assistant Clerk 
would chase this after the election.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
96.3  Reduction of Speed Limit in Woodhill Road/Bicknacre Road 
The Chairman of the Committee had drafted a letter of disappointment with the 
decision to refuse this request.  This had been sent to the Chair of the LHP.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
97  Local Highways Panel Requests - Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
Items a, b and c were to be discussed at the next LHP meeting on 14th March.   
97.1  Footway between Overshot Bridge and Poplar Farm, Bicknacre Road 
The footway would be considered at the March 2017 meeting for approval of a 
feasibility study with video survey.   
97.2  One Way System to exit The Heights 
A feasibility study had been approved and should be completed by March 2017.   
97.3  New Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road 
The LHP would be finalising their 2017/18 scheme funding recommendations at their 
March 2017 Panel meeting.   
97.4  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close  
Cllr Ambor was still pursuing the issues in Belvedere Close.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
98  Quarries 
98.1  St Clere’s Hall:  Nothing to report 
98.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  Nothing to report.  
98.3  Sandon Quarry:  Nothing to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
99  Living Landscapes  
Cllr Mrs Hallett advised that she had attended a recent meeting where it was agreed 
that the Committee were not achieving the desired outcomes.  A Member of the 
Committee had drafted a plan outlining measurable targets which could be achieved 
over the short term.  One of these items was to carry out a survey of sites where trees 
and hedging could be planted to fill gaps.  The planting would be provided by EWT but 
they needed volunteers to identify suitable sites for this work.  Cllr Mrs Hallett had 
already contacted the Tree Wardens and another resident who had agreed to assist 
and she had divided a map of Danbury into several areas.  She would forward this 
information to the Assistant Clerk to liaise with the volunteers and distribute the areas.  
The EWT were also hoping to promote the planting of gardens to attract butterflies 
and do talks for local groups.   The next meeting would be held on Friday 12th May at 
10am (Memorial Hall, Lt Baddow) and Cllr Mrs Hallett would attend.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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100 Project Danbury  
The Project Danbury notes were circulated.  Cllr Baker had now joined the group.  
Members noted that the flowerbed was looking very good.  Cllr Mrs Chapman had 
sourced two signs identifying the roses.  These could be obtained from The Printing 
Place for £14 each including stakes.  Cllr Berlyn proposed that the two signs were 
purchased at a cost of £14 each and this was seconded by Cllr Carlin.  All were in 
favour.    
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk orders two signs for the Old Pavilion flowerbed 
at cost of £14 each.  
 
101  RCCE Village of the Year 
Members discussed entering the RCCE Village of the Year.  As there was currently a 
reduced number of Councillors that could assist it was unanimously agreed that on 
this occasion no entry would be made.   
RESOLVED:  that the  Parish Council did not enter the RCCE Village of Year 
Competition.   
 
102  Parish Cleansing Day 
Members put forward the following ideas for the cleansing day (preferred dates in April 
or May).   

 Sweep footpath 18 to clear any leaves/debris.   

 Litter pick on Main Road to the Parish boundary and on Well Lane.   

 Cleaning of sharp deviation signs between Riffhams Lane and Danbury Palace.   
RESOLVED:  that the items above were sent to CCC for the Parish Cleansing Day.   
 
103  Matters for Report (for information only) 
The following matters were reported:   
 
There was a pothole on the A414 eastbound carriageway approximately 100 yard 
from Danbury Palace.  The Assistant Clerk advised that this had already been 
reported and the ECC website stated that works were to be scheduled (reference 
2508262) 
 
The fence all along Woodhill Road has gone apart from the upright posts (coming out 
of Woodhill Common Road).  There was a 10-15 foot drop at this location which could 
be dangerous. This was the fence for Danbury Park.  It was noted that the fence had 
been knocked down on several occasions and that it was difficult to get the posts out 
as the road would need to be closed.  The Assistant Clerk would check with Danbury 
Park to see if they were aware of the issue and to see if they could repair it.    
 
104  Dates of Meetings for 2017 
15th May, 10th July, 2nd October, 4th December.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm.   

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 


